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PabomHo Bpeme Ha MyseiliHama coupka Museum Collection opening hours

Bmopnuk om 13:00 go 15:30 u. Tuesdays 1'to 3:30pm

3a epynu (npu npegbapumenHo 3anucBaHe) — Advance booked groups:

Bceku pabomen geH om 8:30 go 11:30 u. business days 8:30 to 11:30am,

u om 13:30 go 15:30 u. 1:30 to 3:30pm

Bxogbm e Oe3naameH. Free entry

3a konmakmu Contacts

menedoHu: telephones

029145 1505, 029145 1502, 029145 6375 (+359) 29145 1505, (+359) 29145 1502, (+359) 29145 6375
enekmpoHeH agpec: email

Lazarova.l@bnbank.org; Vandalova.G@bnbank.org Lazarova.l@bnbank.org, Vandalova.G@bnbank.org
nowetcku agpec: post

Bbazapcka HapogHa Gawka Bulgarian National Bank,

nA. ,Knsiz Anekcangbp 1 Ne 1 1 Knyaz Alexander | Square

1000 Codus 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

© bbacapcka HapogHa Oarka © Bulgarian National Bank
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MysetHa coupka Ha bvaeapckama HapogHa Oatika
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

MpysetHama cbupka Ha bbAeapckama HapogHa barka ce no-
mewaba 6 czpagama Ha bankama u e pasnonoxkena 6 earepusima
Hag napu4Hus CaAoH.

Cepagama Ha bHb, nocmpoera npes 1939 e., e namemruk Ha
kyamypama u egna om 3aberexkumesnocmume Ha Cogus. [po-
ekmpbm Ha apxumekmume WBan Bacunbob u Aumumbp LloroB,
pabomunu B compygHuvecmBo ¢ apxumekmume Xpucmo [leweB
u bopuc Kanumaro8 u koncmpykmopume urk. Aumumsp batiHo8
u utbk. Kpscmio ViaueB, npegusbukBa Bvsxuwierue cbe cmerocmma
Ha ysrocmHomo cu pewerue: aBmopume omxBbpasm ugesma ga
bvge cvbopera bywok gkamusi (nocmpoera npes XV Bek, grec 8
Hes ce nomewaBa Apxeonozuyeckusm mysed) u uszpakgam apxu-
mekmyper komnaekc, 8 kodmo 3gaHuemo Ha cmapama gokamusi
XapMOHU4HO cbkumencmBa ¢ HoBama cepaga Ha bankama u chc
,CBbp3Bawama* eu czpaga Ha HauyuoHarHusi apxeoroeuyecku uH-
cmumym ksm bvazapckama akagemusi Ha Haykume. Taka komnaek-
cbm ¢ 06w Bbmpewer gBop Hocu BHyweruemo 3a HenpucmbNHa
kpenocm, usabuBa cmabuaHocm u cuaa u BgexBa pecnekm.

OcBet ¢ opueuHarrus cu obw 3amucka U cbc cBosma ¢yHkyuo-
HaAHocm cgpagama Ha bHB ce omauvaBa ¢ apxumekmypHu u gekopa-
muBHu eremeHmu, koumo s Hapexkgam cpeg Hal-UssiuyHUMe 3gaHus
8 Cocusi: 8 cmpoeusi pasméper curyem Ha nocmpotkama Hamupam
cBoe ecmecmBero macmo ckyanmyprume ueypu Ha npog. No-
bomup  Aanueb, Bumpakume Ha npog. WBan [lenko8 u
akag. Aeuko Y3yHoB, kpacuBume memannu Bpamu u pewemku,
kakmo u usmepuopHume gematau, opHamermarHu komnosuyuu,
kanumenu u ¢pu3zoBe, uspabomeru om npo¢. Muxatro lNapawuyk.

The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection is displayed
on the gallery above the BNB Building Banking Hall.

The Bank’s building was completed in 1939. Listed as an
artistic monument, it is a Sofia landmark. The design, by architects
Ivan Vasilyov and Dimitar Tsolov with- Hristo Peshev and Boris
Kapitanov and structural engineers Ing. Dimitar Baynov and Ing.
Krastyo llchev, was admired for its bold vision. The authors rejected
the suggestion of removing the 15th Century Biilik Camisi mosque
that today houses the Archaeological Museum, instead creating
an architectural entity in which the old mosque coexists with the
new Bank and the infill building of the BAN Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences’ National Archaeological Institute. Surrounding a shared
yard, the buildings look like an imposing castle exuding integrity
and strength and inspiring respect.

Along with a distinguished concept and great functionality,
the BNB Building also has architectural and decorative elements
that rank it among Sofia’s most elegant. The austere volumes of
the structure offer an organic environment for sculptures by Prof
Lyubomir Dalchev, stained glass windows by Prof Ivan Penkov
and Academician Dechko Uzunov, exquisite wrought metalwork,
interior detail, ornaments, columnar capitals, and friezes by Prof
Mikhailo Parashchuk.

Czpagama Ha bwreapckama HapogHa batka
The Bulgarian National Bank Building
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MysetHa cbupka Ha bwreapckama HapogHa barka
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

Farepusima, 6 kosimo e pasnonokena MysetiHama cOup-
ka Ha BHB, no npoekm e npegHasHaueHa umeHHO 3a
ekcnosuuuorHu ueau. Vgesima ga ce cb3gage nocmosiHHa
myseliHa cOupka Bb3HukBa npes 20-me 2oguHu Ha XX Bek,
HO ms e ocbwecmBeHa, makap u vyacmuuHo, egBa npes
1969 2., koezamo B napuuHust caroH e ypegeHa usnrokba Ha
6ankHomu u monemu.

Caeg 1991 2. 3anouBa nogeomoBkama Ha ekcnosuuus,
kosmo ga npegecmaBs Ha wupokama nybauka Had-ueHHO-
mo om MyselHusi ¢poHg. MyselHama cbupka Ha BHbB e
omkpuma Ha 25 sinyapu 1999 2. 8b8 Bpbska c yecmBanemo
Ha 120-eoguwHuHama om ocHoBaBaHemo Ha barkama.

MocmosiHHama ekcnosuuust e pasnoaoskeda Ha naow, om
okono 300 kBagpamHu mempa u cbc cBoume 2500 ekcnoHa-

Ekcnosuyuortama naowj Ha MyseiiHama cbupka Ha bvrcapckama HapogHa batka

The Museum Collection display

The architects intended the space of the gallery precisely
for exhibitions. Though the idea of creating a BNB museum
collection emerged in the 1920s, it came together only
partially as late as 1969 with an exhibition of banknotes
and coins in the Banking Hall.

Preparations for an exhibition to display selected archival
items to the public began in 1991. The BNB Museum
Collection opened on 25 January 1999 to celebrate the
Bank’s 120th anniversary.

The permanent exhibition occupies some 300 square
metres/3300 sq ft and comprises 2500 items that illustrate
the wealth of ancient and Mediaeval coins used in the
Bulgarian lands from the 5th Century BC, the history of BNB
and Ministry of Finance minting, and Bulgarian banknotes

Pabomro msicmo Ha 6aHkoB caykumen npes 30-me eoquHu Ha XX Bek
A 1930s+bank officer's work area
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ma npegcmabsi 6oeamcmBomo om aHmuuHu u cpegHobekoB-
HU MOHemu, ynompebsiBaHu Ha mepumopusima Ha bbacapust
om V Bek np.Xp. u omkpuBaHu go gHec; gbrcozoguwHama
getiHocm Ha BHB u Ha MuHucmepcmbBomo Ha ¢puHaHcume
no emumupaHemo Ha moHemu u OankHomu 3a Hykgume
Ha napuyHomo obpaweHue Ha cmpaHama om 1881 2. go
Hawu gHu. Cpeg ekcnoHamume uma cneuuaAusupaHu ype-
gu, cBbp3aHu ¢ moHemoceueHemo, kakmo u mebeau u
npegmemu, gabawu npegcmaBa kak Hsikoza ca useaekganu
pabomHume mecma Ha caykumeaume 8 bankama.

since 1881. The exhibition also displays minting equipment,
furniture, and items ‘used by Bank officers in the past.

TeAppoHer anapam, cmemayra u nuwWewa MawuHa
om cpegama Ha XX Bek, nokasaru 8 ekcnosuyusima

Mid-20th Century telephone,
mechanical calculator, and typewriter
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MysetHa coupka Ha bvaeapckama HapogHa Oatika
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

AHTNYHOCT

Ekcnosuuusima npegcmaBsi aHmuyHU mMoHemMU U MOHe-
moBugHu namemHuuu, koumo uAlocmpupam uHmeH3uBHo-
Mo napuyHo obpaweHue u3 3emume Ha baakanckusi noay-
ocmpoB npe3 pasauuHu ucmopudecku enoxu.

Tpakutcku monemu

B cmoaemusima Ha m.Hap. eauHcka gpeBHocm B8 obGpa-
weHue no Hawume 3emu ca gBa ocHoBHuU Buga moHemu.
[MbpBume ca omcuuyaHu om naemeHa, Baagemeau u epago-
Be 6 ApeBHa Tpakus, a Bmopume ca emucuu Ha uyxkgo-
3emHu Baagemenacku u epagcku ynpaBu.

Tpakutickume moHemu ca ueHHu apmedakmu, a Hepsig-
ko u eguHcmBenu usBopu 3a aHmuuHama Hu ucmopus. Te
paskpuBam cbwecmBybanemo Ha HeusBecmHu nAemeHHU
obeguHeHus, gonbaBam cnucbka Ha mpakudckume 6aage-
meAu u obozamsiBam npegcmaBume Hu 3a kyamypama u
3a couuaaHo-ukoHomuueckomo pazBumue Ha mpakutcko-
mo obwecm©Bo.

B cBosima 6auso wecmBekoBHa ucmopusi (om kpasi Ha
VI Bek np.Xp. go cpegama Ha 40-me zoguHu Ha | Bek)
mpakutickomo moHemoceueHe npemunHaBa npes gBa oc-
HOBHU nepuoga — naemeHHo U Bragemeacko moHemoce-
yere. ,lMeprama” 8 MyseliHama cbupka Ha BHB om masu
enoxa e cpebbpHUSIM mempacmamep Ha NAEMEMO gepo-
HU — egHa om Hal-pegkume moHemu om AHmMu4yHOocmmMa.
MosHamu ca u gpyau moHemu Ha gepoHume, Ho eksemnasi-
ppm 6 koaekuusma na BHB e om uskaiouumenHo psigka
emucusi, 8 kosimo obuualiHume emMUCUOHHU 3Hauu — pose-
ma u Aemsiw, OpeA, ca 3ameHeHU C waem ¢ 2puba. Pasauu-
HO e pasnoAokeH U HagnucCbm — Yacm Om He20 ce Hamupa
6 ompesa nog koaecHuuama.

Bmopusim eman om mpakutickomo monemoceueHe 3a-
nouBa ¢ moHemume Ha ogpuckusi Baagemea Cnapagok
(cpegama Ha V Bek np.Xp.). MyselHama cbupka npeg-

ANTIQUITY

The exhibition contains antique coinage that shows how
intensive Balkan monetary circulation was in classical an-

tiquity.

Thracian coinage

Two types of coin circulated in the Bulgarian lands in
classical antiquity. The first was by ancient Thracian com-
munities, rulers, and cities. The second was by foreign rulers
and cities.

Thracian coins are not only valuable in their own right,
they are often our sole source on events in antiquity. They
reveal hitherto unknown tribal alliances, amplify the list of
known Thracian kings, and enrich our knowledge of Thra-
cian culture and socioeconomic development.

In the six centuries between the late 6th Century BC
and the mid-1st Century AD, Thracian coins had two main
periods: communal and royal minting. The acme of the
BNB Museum Collection from the first period is the Silver
Tetrastater of the Derronians: one of Antiquity’s scarcest
coins. There are other Derronian coins, but the one in e
BNB Collection is from an exceedingly rare issue where a
horse-tailed helmet replaces the customary issue insignia of
a rosette and flying eagle. Part of the inscription has also
moved below the chariot.

The second Thracian minting period began with the
mid-5th Century BC Odrysian king Sparatocos. The Mu-
seum Collectionpresents part of a hoard of small silver
diobolae from his reign. In the first half of the 4th Century
BC, Thracian kings minted bronze coins along the Aegean
coast, featuring imagery from the hinterland: grapes,-vines,
and horses. Some issues featured kings’ facial or equestrian
portraits that made Odrysian minting stand out. During a
brief minting revival in the late 2nd and early 1st Centuries
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cmabs yacm om cbkpoBuwe ¢ gpebHU cpebbpHU MOHemMuU
(guoboau) Ha mosu Bragemen. BpoHzoBume moHemu Ha
ogpuckume Baagemeau om nbpBama nonoBuna Ha IV Bek
np.Xp. ce cekam B8 ameauema no mpakudckus ezeticku
Opsie, 3amoBa Hocsim munoBume uzobpaxkeHusi, xapakmep-
HU 33 me3u MoHemapHuuu (2po3g, Aosa c 2posgoBe, koH). B
Hsikou emucuu obaue ce nosiBsiBam u gpyeu obpasu — 2Aa-
Ba Ha Bragemeas ¢ nopmpemuu uyepmu, Bragemeasm Ha
koH u gp., ¢ koumo ogpuckomo moHemoceueHe uzsiBsiba
cBosima camocmosimearocm. B kpasi Ha Il u 8 Hayaromo
Ha | Bek np.Xp. mpakuiickomo moHemoceuere npexkubsiBa
kpamkompatiHo Bb3pakgaHe u mpaguuuoHHama Baage-
mencka ukoHoepadusi 6uBa cpuemana ¢ HoBume pumcku
MOHemHu munoBe.

Om | Bek np.Xp. go | Bek kamakausmume 6 Ogpucka-
ma gbpkaBa, npegusBukaHu om pumckume HawecmBus 6
Tpakusi, Hamupam ompakeHue 8 moHemume Ha nocaeg-
Hume ogpucku Bragemeau — Pememank |, Pememank Il
u Pememank Ill. Ha Auuemo Ha moHemume e uzobpaseH
pumckusim umnepamop, a obpasbm Ha mpakutickusi Baage-
meA cmou Ha 2bp0a.

CpebbpHa moHema (mempacmamep)
Ha mpakuiickomo naeme geponu (V Bek np.Xp.)
AVILIE: korecruuap c Bocku Bnpsie u 6oer wirem

A silver tetrastater of the Derronians (5th Century BC)
OBVERSE: a coachman on an oxcart and a helmet

BC, Thracian coins combined traditional ruler iconography
with features of Roman minting.

As Rome conquered Thrace between the 1st Century BC
and the 1st Century AD, the ultimate Odrysian kings Rhoe-
metalces |, Rhoemetalces Il and Rhoemetalces IlI’s minting
reflects the collapse of Odrysian statehood: coin obverses
feature the Roman Emperor, with the Thracian king on the

reverse.
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MysetHa cbupka Ha bwreapckama HapogHa barka
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

[pbuku moHemu, ceueru usbbH Tpakus

B nepuoga om V go | ek np.Xp. 6 Tpakusi 6 obpaweHue
ca mHokecmBo munoBe u HOMUHAAU HAa MOHeMU OmM 2pbu-
ku koronuu no mpakutckume Gpezobe Ha Ezeiicko mope,
XenecnoHma  (Aapganeaume), [lponoHmuga (MpamopHo
mope) u 3anagHomo Yepromopue. Tpakume cu cayskam cbe
cpebbpHu U BpoH30Bu MOHEMU Ha mMacocuu, mapoHeluy,
abgepuu, eHocuu, kakmo u ¢ mesu Ha eauHume om Ano-
AoHust TMonmudcka (Cosonoa) Ha 1oz go Mcmpoc — npu
ycmuemo Ha peka Viembp (AyHaB), Ha cebBep.

Mpes kaacuueckama u eauHucmuueckama enoxa Tpakusi
e Bce maka kpbcmonbmHa mepumopusi. Om Hegpama U
gHec usAusam MoHemu, ceueHu om npesmopcku Baage-
meAu u 2pagoBe u HoceHu Ha baakaHume no mbpzoBcku,
BoeHHu u noaumuuecku nbmuwa. Cpeg msx gocmoeH
gsA 3aemam moHemume om Eaaga u Haid-Beue amuwcku-
me ,kykymsBku” -— HapuuameaHo 3a cpebbpHume mempa-
gpaxmu Ha 2pag AmuHa, Ha yusimo AuueBa cmpaHa e u300-
paseHa coba.

CpebbpHa gpeBHozpbyka monema (mempagpaxma)

om Bpememo Ha [leaononeckume Boiinu (V Bek np.Xp.)
AVILIE: 2raBa Ha 6oeursi AmuHa

[Pbb: coBa — cumBoa Ha Mbgpocmma u ampubym Ha boeuHsma
A Hellenic silver tetradrachma

of the Peloponnese War period (5th Century BC)

OBVERSE: the goddess Athena

REVERSE: an owl, symbol of wisdom and mascot of the goddess

Greek coinage from outside Thrace

Between the 5th Century BC and the 1st Century AD, a
multitude of coins from Greek colonies in Aegean Thrace,
the Hellespont. (the Dardanelles), the Propontis (the Sea of
Marmara) and the western Black Sea circulated in Thrace.
Thracians used Thassian, Maroneian, Abderan and Aenusian
silver and bronze coins and ones minted between Apollonia
Pontica (Sozopol) and the Istrus (Danube).

In the classical Greek period, Thrace continued to be
a crossroads. To this day, the area yields coins minted by
overseas potentates and cities and brought to the Balkans
in trade, warfare, and diplomacy. A good part of them are
Hellenistic, especially Athenian “Little Owls,” as that city’s
silver tetradrachmae were called because of the image on
their obverse.
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ApeBHomakegoHcku Bragemencku monemu

Om cpegama Ha. IV Bek np.Xp., creg HawecmbBusima
Ha @uaun Il u Anekcangbp Il 6 Tpakusi u HelHomo Ho-
MuHaAHO npucbeguHsiBaHe kbm gbpkabama Ha Ausumax,
no Hawume 3emu ce usnoasbam u mHozo Mmakegoncku
Bragemencku moHemu om patioHume Ha Akcul (Bapgap),
CmpumoH (Cmpyma) u Hecmoc (Mecma). Cmamepu, mem-
pagpaxmu, gpaxmu u 6poHzoBbu moHemu Ha Duaun Il Ma-
kegoncku (359-336 2. np.Xp.) u cuHa my Aaekcangbp I
Beauku (336-323 2. np.Xp.) Hocsm 6 Tpakusi makegonckume
2apHu3oHu, Ho u mpakulckume HaemHuuu, ysacmBaau 6
eAauHucmuyHume . apmuu. Ha BaakaHume ca ykpumu muoz0
cbkpoBuwga cbc 3rnamHu, cpebbpHu u OpoH3oBu moHemu
Ha makegoHcku Baagemeau u Mysetnama cbupka nokasBa
ueHHu eksemnasipu om msix.

Konekuusima Ha BHB cbgbpka u aHmuuHu moHemu om
gareuHu 3emu: Koaxuga, Bumunusi u [lepcusi, pegom cbC
cpebpomo u bponsa Ha CeaeBk Hukamop u Anmuox Teoc —
Bragemenu Ha Cupusi caeg cmbpmma Ha ArekcaHgbp Ma-
kegoncku.

3ramHa monema (cmamep) Ha Quaun Il Makegorcku
AVILIE: 2raBa Ha 602 AnoroH
[Pbb: npenyckawa konecruya

A gold stater of Philip Il of Macedon
OBVERSE: the god Apollo
REVERSE: a racing chariot

Cpé6bpua MoHema (mempagpaxma) Ha Aaekcangbp Makegoncku
AVILIE: 2naBa Ha Xepakba ¢ abBcka koka
[Pbb: 602 3ebc, cegHar Ha mpoH, ¢ oper u ckunmbp B pbye

A silver tetradrachma coin of Alexander Il the Great
OBVERSE: Heracles in lion’s skin
REVERSE: Zeus enthroned with eagle and sceptre

Ancient royal Macedonian coinage

From the mid-4th Century BC, after Philip Il and Alex-
ander Ill’s Thracian campaigns and the nominal annexation
of Thrace by Lysimachus, Macedonians minted regal coins
in the Axius (Vardar), Strimon (Struma) and Nestos (Mesta)
valleys. Macedonian garrisons and Thracian Hellenic merce-
naries brought staters, tetradrachmae, drachmae and bronze
coinage by Philip 1l of Macedon (359-336 BC) and his
son Alexander Il the Great (336-323 BC) to Thrace. They
concealed many hoards of gold, silver, and bronze coins
around the Balkans; the Museum Collection exhibits the
more valuable of them.

The BNB Collection also contains antique coins from
distant lands like Colchis, Bythinia and Persia, along with
silver and bronze by post-Alexandrine Syrian rulers Seleucus
| Nicator and Antiochus Il Theos.
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The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

ApeBropumcku moHemu

C nocmeneHHomo 3aBaagsiBaHe Ha Hawume 3emu om
pumasitume (Il Bek np.Xp. — | Bek) myk HaBausam u moHe-
mu, ceveHu 6 ApeBHusi Pum. B HoBume npoBuHuuu Musus
u Tpakusi ce Haaaza pumckama moHemHa cucmema, BbBe-
geHa c pedopmama Ha umnepamop OkmaBuaH ABzycm
(63 2. np.Xp.. — 14 2.). Hal-uecmo cpewaHu npe3 mosu
nepuog ca OpoH3oBume MoHemu C pasAUYHU HOMUHA-
AU — cecmepuud, gynoHgul u ac, kakmo u cpebbpHusm
geHapud.

Om kpast Ha | Bek 3anouBa u mecmHo OpoHzoBo mo-
HemoceueHe Ha aBmoHomHume epagcku ynpaBu 6 Tpakus,
npogbrkuro go cpegama Ha Il Bek. Had-uzbecmuume mo-
HemapHuuu ca 6 [Maymaaus (Kiocmengua), Cepguka (Co-
¢ust), Guaunonoa (MroBguB), ABzycma TpasHa (Cmapa 3a-
2opa), AgpuaHonoa (Ogpun), busus (Buse — gH. 6 Typuus),
Mapkuaronoa (AeBHsi), Hukonoauc ag VMicmpym (6Auso go
Beauko TvpHoB0), Ogecoc (BapHa), AHxuaro (go Nomopue),
MecembBpusi (Hecebbp), AnoaoHusi (Cosonon) u gp. Mone-
mume, omceyeHu mam, ce pasnosHaBam no Hagnucume
Ha epbuku esuk. Vzobpakenusma um obaye cregbam pum-
ckama mpaguuus — 6bpxy AUUEMO Ha MOHemama cmou
Aukbm Ha umnepamopa uAu Ha uAaeH Ha Baagemeackama
damuausi, a Bbpxy ebpba ca usobpaseHu oduuuarHuU uAu
mecmHu kyamoBe, apxumekmypHu namemHuuu u np.

HawecmBusima Ha BapBapume om cpegama Ha Il Bek
Bogsim go ynagbvka Ha Pumckama umnepusi. ApeHa Ha COAb-
cbuu cmabam u gHewHume Obazapcku 3emu. B mosu ne-
puog myk ca 3apoBenu muozo cbkpoBuwa, Hal-Beue no
Bpememo Ha umnepamopume Duaun Il (244-249) u TpasH
Aeuul (249-251). CBugemeacmBo 3a me3u cbOumusi ca
gbeme cbkpobuwa ¢ monemu Ha epagcku ynpabu, cbxpa-
HsBaHu 6 MyselHama cbupka na BHb.

Cpeg obpasuume Ha pumckomo moHemoceuere 8 ko-
Aekuusima ca 3ramua moHema (aypeyc) Ha umnepamop
Mapk ABpeaut Mpob (276-282) u 3ramHa moHema (coaug)
Ha Dnabul Apkaguil (383/395-408) — nbpBusi Bragemen
Ha usmouHama yacm Ha Pumckama umnepusi caeg okoHua-
MeAHOMo U pasgensiHe.

Ancient Roman. coinage

As the Romans conquered today’s Bulgaria between the
2nd Century BC and the st Century AD, they brought their
coinage. The Roman currency introduced through reform by
Octavius Augustus (63 BC-14 AD) spread to the new prov-
inces of Moesia and Thrace. The most common coins of the
period are bronze sestertii, dupondii, and asses, alongside
silver denarii.

Autonomous city administrations in Thrace also minted
locally until the mid-3rd Century. The better documented of
them were in Pautalia (Kyustendil), Serdica (Sofia), Philip-
popolis (Plovdiv), Augusta Traiana (Stara Zagora), Hadrian-
opolis (Edirne in today’s Turkey), Bizye (Vize in today’s
Turkey), Marcianopolis (Devnya), Nicopolis ad Istrum (near
Veliko Tarnovo), Odessos (Varna), Anchialos (near Pomorie),
Messembria (Nesebar), and Apollonia (Sozopol). Bearing
Greek inscriptions, their imagery followed the Roman tradi-
tion of the Emperor or member of the royal family’s head
on the obverse, with Imperial or local devotional, architec-
tural or other motifs on the reverse.

The Roman Empire declined as Barbarians invaded from
the mid-3rd Century. Today’s Bulgarian lands saw their share
of pillage. Many hoards were concealed in this period,
mostly under the Emperors Philippus 1l (244-249) and Tra-
ian Decius (249-251). Among them are the BNB Museum
Collection’s two finds of city coins.

Among examples of Roman minting in the Collection
are a gold aureus from the reign of the Emperor Marcus
Aurelius Probus (276-282) and a gold solidus from the reign
of the Emperor Flavius Arcadius (383/395—408), first ruler of
the Eastern Roman Empire after the ultimate division.
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3ramna monema (conaug) Ha DraBui Apkagud
AVILIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa
[Pbb: umnepamopsm kamo nobegumen

A golden solidus of Flavius Arcadius
OBVERSE: the Emperor
REVERSE: the Emperor victorious

3ramna moxema (aypeyc) Ha Mapk ABpeauti Ipo6
AVILIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa
[Pbb: umnepamopsm Ha koH

A gold aureus of Marcus Aurelius Probus
OBVERSE: the Emperor
REVERSE: the Emperor mounted

CpebbpHa moHema (geHaputi) Ha cbumnepamop uaun 11 (245 2.)
AULIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa
[Pbb: umnepamopsm 658 Boento obrekno

A silver denarius of Empire joint monarch Philippus Il (245 AD)
OBVERSE: the Emperor
REVERSE: the Emperor in military dress

bponszoBa monema Ha umnepamop lopguan Il

u conpyzama my TpankBuauna (238-244)

AVILIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa u umnepampuyama
[Pbb: AmuHa c konue u wum

A bronze coin of Emperor Gordian Il

and his spouse Tranquillina (238-244)

OBVERSE: the Emperor and Empress

REVERSE: Athena holding spear and resting on shield
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CPEAHOBEKOBIE

3Hauumearo msicmo 6 Mysetnama cbupka Ha BHB (Hag
1300 ekcnoHama) e omgeaeHO Ha MoOHeMOCeueHemo npes
O6ypHume cmoaemust Ha baakanckomo cpegHobBekobue -
Oasicbka Ha Buszanmutickama umnepusi u Bb3xoga Ha Bmo-
pama Obacapcka gbprkaba.

Buzanmutcku monemu

BusaHmutickama umnepusi  HacregsiBa Bcuuku 2onemu
u3sMoYHU MoHemapHuuu: 6 KoHcmawmuHonoa, TecaAoHu-
ka (CoayH), Aumuoxusi, Hukomegusi u gp. Tesu ueHmpoBe
¢yrkuuoHupam om kpasi Ha V go nbpBama uemBbpm Ha
VIl Bek. BusaHmusi Bb3npuema u ukoHoepadpckume mpa-
guuuu Ha kbcHopumckomo moHemoceuere, koumo mozam
ga ce npocaegam B obpasa Ha umnepamopa Bbpxy Auue-
Bama cmpaHa u 6 obpasa Ha Bukmopus/Huke Ha ebpba
Ha 3ramHume moHemu. og BAusiHue Ha XpucmusiHckama
mpaguuusi obaye waembm e 3ameHeH ¢ kopowna, konuemo
u wumbm — cbc ckunmbp u gbpkaba (keabGo c kpbcm), a
Bukmopusi ce npeobpassiba 6 aHzea.

OcobeHo uHmepeceH ekcnoHam 6 MyseliHama cbupka
e m.Hap. coaug Ha Bacuauca Mpuna. VipuHa e nbpBama
*kena, kosmo om cBoe cobcmbBeno ume ozraBsBa Busan-
mutickama umnepusi kamo egHoauueH Baagemen (797-802).
HelHusm obpas ¢ Bcuuku monapxuuecku cumBoau e om-
ceyeH u om gbeme cmpaHu Ha MoHemama, a moba ce
cpewa uskatouumenro psigko. Makap emucuoHHusim 3Hak
Bbpxy masu mMoHema ga e pasauveH om gpyaume usbecm-
HU Ha cneuuaaucmume HelHU 3AamHU MoHemu, eksem-
naspbm 6 koaekuusima Ha BHB GescnopHo e omceueH 6
KoHcmanmuHonoackama moHemapHuua.

Cpeg ueHHUmMe obpasuu B cbupkama e u 3rxamHa moHema
Ha umnepamop Hukudop II' Moka (963-969). Ha auuemo e
usobpaszeH Olocm Ha umnepamopa, a Ha ebpba — apxaHeen
Muxaua ¢ HumO, gbrea msicHa gpexa (guBumucuoH), gbAbe

THE MIDDLE AGES

The Museum Collection devotes considerable attention
to minting in the stormy Balkan Middle Ages. Over 1300
coins display the glory of the Byzantine Empire and the rise
of the Second Bulgarian Empire.

Byzantine coinage

The Byzantines inherited all large Eastern Roman mints,
including those at Constantinople (istanbul), Salonica (Thes-
saloniki), Antioch (Antakya), and Nicomedia (izmit). They
worked between the late 5th and the early 7th Centuries.

Byzantium also inherited late Roman monetary iconog-
raphy with images of the Emperor on the obverse and of
Victoria/Nike on the reverse of gold coins. Later, Christian
tradition replaced the helmet with a crown, the spear and
shield giving way to a sceptre and globus cruciger (crossed
orb) and Victoria turning into an angel.

The solidus of Irene of Athens is an especially interest-
ing Museum Collection item. Irene.was the first Byzantine
Empress (797-802). Her image, with all monarchic symbols,
appears on both sides of the coin: something exception-
ally rare. While the issue insignia differs from that of other
known coins of Irene’s, there is no doubt the coin originates
from Constantinople.

Among the Collection’s more valuable items is a gold
coin by the Emperor Nicephorus Il Phocas (963-969). The
obverse shows the Emperor’s bust, the reverse showing the
Archangel Michael with a nimbus, dressed in long thin divi-
tission and long gold-threaded loros waistband, bearing the
regal attributes of sceptre and globus cruciger.

From the late 9th Century to the fall of Constantinople
and Byzantium in 1453, Byzantine coins had the Christ and
Our Lady on the obverse, with the Emperor’s likeness on
the reverse.
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3namomkad nosic (Aopoc) u ¢ uapcku ampubymu - ckun-
mbp u gbp>kaba.

Om kpas Ha IX Bek go 1453 2. (3aBragsBaHemo Ha
KoHcmanmuHonoa u eubeama Ha Busanmuidckama umne-
pusi) Ha Auuemo Ha Busanmutckume moHemu Beue cmosim
AukoBeme Ha Xpucmoc u bozopoguua, a Ha umnepamopa
e ompegeHo MscMO Ha 2bpba.

bponsoBa monema Ha Busanmutickus umnepamop
lOcmunuan | Beauku (527-565)

AVILIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa

[Pbb: HomuHarHa cmouHocm

Bronze coin of Byzantine Emperor
Justinian I the Great (527-565)
OBVERSE: the Emperor

REVERSE: nominal value

3ramHa moHema Ha Busanmuiickus umnepamop
lOcmunuan | Beauku (527-565)

AMLIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa

[Pbb: areen

A gold coin of Byzantine Emperor
Justinian I the Great (527-565)
OBVERSE: the Emperor

REVERSE: an angel

3ramua monema Ha Hukudpop Il Doka
AVILIE: nopmpem Ha umnepamopa
[Pbb: areen

A gold coin of Nicephorus Il Phokas
OBVERSE: the Emperor

REVERSE: an angel

3ramHa moHema (coaug) Ha Bacuauca Vpuna
AVILIE V1 TPbb: biocm Ha Vipuna ¢ gspskaBa u ckunmsp ¢ kpsem

A gold solidus of the Empress Irene of Athens
OBVERSE/REVERSE: Irene with globus cruciger and crossed sceptre
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CpegHoBekoBHu Gbrapcku moHemu

Bragemeaume om [MepBomo Obreapcko uapcmBo He
cekam cBou napuuHu 3Hauu. 3a Hykgume Ha pasmsHama
ce ynompebGsiBam npegumto Busanmulicku moHemu, a u
caeg 6umkama npu Mapkeau (kpenocm 6Au3o go gHewHust
KapHobam) npe3 792 2. BusaHmusi e npuHygeHa ga nAawa
Ha bbazapusi gaHbk nog dopmama Ha saamHu u cpebGbpHU
moHemu. Om Bpememo Ha uap bopuc Il (970-971) u Poman
(977-991) ca usbecmHu m.Hap. nogpakameaHu moHemu, Ha-
nogobsiBawu Buzanmutickume. lMpe3 XI-XIl Bek Baaguuec-
mBomo Ha umnepusima 6 Obacapckume 3emu Hanaza mpad-
HO HellHama napuuHa u mbpoBcko-naamexkHa cucmema.

Caeg Bb3cmarobBsiBaHemo Ha Gbacapckama gbprkaBa npes
1185 2., owe npu uap KarosH (1197-1207), a caeg moBa u
npu bopua (1207-1218) u MBan Acen Il (1218-1241), kamo
ce cregBa onumbm Ha AamuHckama umnepust (1204-1261),
ca omceueHu 20Aemu koauvecmBa moHemu om memasHu
cnaabu — m.Hap. GuaoHoBu umumauuu Ha Busanmudcku
Homusmu, kakmo ce Hapuuam coaugume Ha 2pbuku esuk.

MbpBume noumeHHu Obreapcku mornemu ¢ kupuacku
Hagnucu ca omceyeHu om uap MBan AceH Il caeg nobe-
gama my Hag Busanmusi npu Kaokomuuua 6 1230 2. Toi
omcuya u Bb3nomeHameAHu 3AamHU MoHemu cbC cBost Auk.
Mpe3 XIII Bek noumeHHomo Obacapcko moHemoceuere npo-
gbrkaba npu uap Koncmanmud | Tux Acen (1257-1277) u
npu Baagemeasi Ha CeBepousmouna bbaapusi uap Muuo
AceH (1256-1263). W3BbHpegHo akmuBHo e OGbacapckomo
moHemoceuere npe3 XIV Bek, kozamo noumenHu megHu
u cpebbpHU MOHemu Hal-Hanpeg emumupa uap Teogop
CbBemocaab (1301-1321), koimo nocmabs ocHoBume Ha
wupoko npousBogcmBo Ha opuzuHaAHu cpebbpHU MOHemu,
HapuuaHu acnpu. B Mysetinama cbupka Ha BHb e usno-
keHo egHocmpaHHO konue Ha 3ramHa MoHema (3xamuug,
nepnepa) om koaekuusima Ha HauuoHaAaHusi apxeorozuuec-
ku uncmumym c mysed kem BAH, omceyeHa Beposmuo 6
ConyHckama monemapHuua. Hal-ueHHume eksemnasipu 6
masu cekuust Ha MyseliHama cbupka ca ekcnonamume om
Bpememo Ha Muxaun Il LLluwman AceH - gecnom Ha Bu-
gurckomo kuskecmBo (1311-1323) u Obazapcku uap (1323—
1330), ocHoBameAa Ha nocaegHama uapcka guHacmusi Ha
Bmopama Gbacapcka gbprkaba (LuwmanoBuu), — cpebbpHu

Mediaeval Bulgarian coinage

First Bulgarian Empire rulers did not engage in minting.
Monetary exchange used mainly Byzantine coinage, the more
so after the Battle of Marcellae in 772 when Byzantium paid
silver and gold coin tribute to Bulgaria. The reigns of the Tsar
Boris Il (970-971) and Tsar Roman (977-991) saw so-called
imitative coinage resembling Byzantine currency. Byzantine
rule between the 11th and 12th Centuries firmly reimposed
Imperial cash and trading patterns.

After the restoration of Bulgarian statehood in 1185, the
Tsar Kaloyan (1197-1207), Tsar Boril (1207-1218), and Tsar
Ivan Asen Il (1218-1241) used Latin Empire techniques to
mint large numbers of alloy coins known as billonic imitative
nomismae or solides.

After his 1230 victory over the Byzantines at Klokotnitsa
the Tsar Ivan Asen Il minted Bulgaria’s first proper coinage
with Cyrillic inscriptions. He also minted commemorative
gold coins with his image. In the 13th Century, Bulgar-
ian minting continued under the Tsar Konstantin | Tih Asen
(1257-1277) and the ruler of northwestern Bulgaria Tsar Mitso
Asen (1256-1263). Bulgarian minting was exceptionally active
in the 14th Century, with silver coins first issued by the Tsar
Teodor Svetoslav (1301-1321) who ushered widespread mint-
ing of intriguing silver asprae. The BNB Museum Collection
contains a one-sided copy of a gold zlatitsa or perpera from
the BAN Bulgarian Academy of Sciences’ National Archaeo-
logical Museum collection; the original is most likely from
Salonica. The most valuable items in this part of the Collec-
tion are from the reign of Vidin Principality Despot Mihail Il
Shishman Asen (1311-1323), who became Tsar (1323-1330)
and founded the Second Bulgarian Empire’s closing royal
house of Shishman. This comprises grosh (grossus denarii)
coins most likely minted at Vidin. Their obverse shows the
Christ enthroned, the reverse showing the Tsar with his first
wife Ana or Tsaritsa Irina, or St George. Another silver coin of
the same period shows a mounted image of the monarch.

The summit of Bulgarian Mediaeval minting was_under
the Tsar Ivan Aleksandar (1331-1371) whose many silver and
copper issues circulated throughout the Balkans.
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moHemu (epowoBe), omceueHu BeposimHo 66 BuguHckama
moHemapHuua. Ha Auuemo e usobpaseH Vcyc Xpucmoc,
CegHaA Ha MpoH, a Ha 2bpba — uapsm 3aegHo ¢ nbpBama
cu cbnpyea AHa uAu ¢ uapuua Vpuna, uau cec CB. Teopeu.
Ha 2bpba Ha gpyea cpebbpHa moHema om cbwomo Bpeme,
omceyeHa 6 TbpHoBO, BAagemensm e usobpaseH Ha koH.

Bbopxbm Ha Obacapckomo cpegHoBekoBHo monemo-
ceyeHe e gocmuzHam npu ynpaBaeHuemo Ha uap WBaw
Anekcangbp (1331-1371). MHo200poliHUMEe My cpebbpHu
u megHu, emucuu yyacmbam 6 napuuHomo obpaweHue u3
ueausi baakancku noayocmpo®B.

3ramua kopybecma monema (3samuua/nepnepa) Ha WBan Acen I,
omceyeHa Bepossimro 8 CoayHckama monemapHuya

ALE: usobpakerue Ha Ueye Xpucmoc

[Pbb: uapsm (Brsbo) c meu B pvka u CB. Aumumep, kotimo eo koporscBa

Gold zlatitsa (perpera) with blind-blocked figure of Tsar Ivan Asen Il
probably from the Salonica Mint

OBVERSE: the Christ

REVERSE: Tsar Ivan Asen Il (left) with sword being crowned by St Demetrius

Megna kopybecma monema na Koncmanmun I Tux AceH,

omceyena 8 TopHoBckama monemapruya

ALE: usobpakerue Ha Vcyc Xpucmoc

[Pbb: uapsm, npab, gepku rabapym u gbpkaba

Copper coin with a blind-blocked figure of the Tsar Konstantin I Tih Asen

from the Tarnovo Mint

OBVERSE: the Christ

REVERSE: Tsar Konstantin | Tih Asen with Eastern Orthodox labarum and globus cruciger

CpebbpHa moHema (acnpa) Ha yap Teogop CBemocaab,
omceuena 8 TepHoBckama monemapHuya

AVLIE: Vicyc Xpucmoc Ha mpoH

[Pbb: uapsm cvc ckunmbp ¢ kppcm

Silver aspra of Second Bulgarian Empire Tsar Teodor Svetoslav
from the Tarnovo Mint

OBVERSE: the Christ enthroned

REVERSE: Tsar Teodor Svetoslav with globus cruciger

CpebbpHa moHema (acnpa) Ha yap Muxaua Ill LLluwman AceH,
omceuena 8 TepHoBckama moHemapHuya

AVILIE: Vicyc Xpucmoc Ha mpoH

[Pbb: yapsm Ha kow

Silver aspra coin of Michael Ill Shishman Asen
from the Tarnovo Mint

OBVERSE: the Christ enthroned

REVERSE: Tsar Michael Ill Asen on horseback
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HOBO
N HAN-HOBO BPEME

B MysedHama cbupka ca usaokeHu napuuHume 3Hauu
Ha Tpemama Obacapcka gbpkaba — KuspkecmBo Bbacapust
(1878-1908), LlapcmBo bbazapus (1908-1946), HapogHa
penyoauka bBbacapusi (1946-1990) u Penybauka Bbacapusi
(om 1990 2.). EkcnoHupaHu ca cbwo XygoxkecmBenu u
pabomnu npoekmu, kakmo u obpasuu Ha OGankHomu u
moHemu. LlenmpaaHama poas Ha BHB npu npoustogcmbo-
MO Ha HauUOHAAHUME NapuyHu 3Hauu, ynpaBaeHuemo Ha
napuyHomo obpaweHue u yHuwoxkabaHemo Ha usresaume
om obpaweHue napu onpegeasi yHukaaHocmma Ha masu
koaekuus, kosmo moke ga Gbge BugsHa eguHcmbBero 6
mysest Ha bankama.

Mpu BbcmaHoBsibaHemo cu npes 1878 2. Gbaeapckama
gbpkaba HacaegsiBa xaoc 6 napuyHomo obpaweHue — no
Hawume 3emu ce usnoasBam BceBbimokHu mMoHemu om
eBponeiicku u om no-gareuHu cmpanu. MepBume gbprkaB-
HU Glogkemu 3a puHaHcoBume 1879 2. u 1880 2. ca cbcma-
BeHu Bb6 ¢peHcku PparkoBe. Harekawo e ga ce Bubege
eguHeH napuueH usmepumen. [lpe3 1880 2. e npuem ,3a-

MepBume moremu Ha KrskecmBo bvacapust
The Principality of Bulgaria’s first coins

THE MODERN
AND CONTEMPORARY PERIODS

The Museum Collection displays cash by the third Bul-
garian state: the Principality (1878-1908), the Kingdom
(1908-1946), the People’s Republic (1946-1990), and the
Republic (1990 to date). Artists’ roughs and designs ac-
company samples of circulated banknotes and coins. The
central role of the BNB in cash printing and minting,
managing cash circulation, and scrapping withdrawn cash
makes this part of the Collection unique.

At its 1878 restoration, the Bulgarian state inherited
chaotic monetary circulation. Coinage from Europe and
further afield circulated widely across the Bulgarian lands.
French francs denominated the first state budgets for 1879
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HoBo u Hati-HoBo Bpeme
The Modern and Contemporary Periods

koH 3a npaBomo Ha pesaHue monemu B8 KuspkecmBomo*,
c kolimo ce cb3gaBa HauuoHaAHaMa napuyHa eguHuud —
,AeB”, pasgeaeH Ha cmo ,cmomunku”.

lMpe3 1881 2. B BupMUHeaM/ Beaukobpumatusi, ca omceueHu
nbpBume moHemu Ha KhspkecmBo Bbaeapusi — megHume 2, 5
u 10 cmomunrku, a npe3 cregBawama zogura 8 Pycus —
cpebbprume 1 u 2 aeBa. lMo-kbcHo Gbaeapckume monemu
ce uspabombBam 6 Hal-gobpume eBponelicku moHemHu
gBopoBe' — 6 ABcmpo-YHeapus, @paHuus, beaeus, epma-
Husi, Pycusi, CCCP, Beaukobpumatusi, YexocaoBakusi, HOzo-
caabus.

3akoxbm 3a BHB om 1885 2. 3a nbpBbu nbm gaBa Ha
bankama uskatouumearomo npaBo ga emumupa 6aHkHo-
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and 1880. Currency uniformity was an urgent need. The
1880 Principality Minting Rights Act ushered the lev and its
centennial denomination the stotinka, as national currency.

The Principality of Bulgaria’s first coins came in 1881
from Birmingham in England: copper 2, 5 and 10 stotinki.
Silver 1 and 2 levs coins from Russia followed a year later.
Later Bulgarian coins came from Europe’s best mints in
Austria-Hungary, France, Belgium, Germany, Russia, the
USSR, Britain, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia.

Erbddaartide o) abd Lag b1 18s Ml
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[TspBume barkHomu Ha KtsikecmBo bvAcapusi u m.Hap. ,,oproBku”
The Principality of Bulgaria’s first banknotes and orlovki bills
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mu, ,ocuzypeHu cbc 3xamo 6 koauuecmBo, pabro Ha 1/3
Oom HOMUHaAHama um cmolHocm”. Om 1891 e. bankama
noayuyaba npaBomo ga usgaBa u GankHomu, obmenumu B
cpebpo. Pasmepbm Ha nokpumuemo um cbwo e 1/3 om
HOMUHaAa.

Mbpbume Obacapcku GankHomu om 20 u 50 aeBa ca
cbc 3namHo nokpumue. Te ca omneuamaHu npes 1885 2. 8
pyckama gbpkabra neuamuuua 3a ueHHu kHuxka, ,Okcne-

‘guuus 3aeomobBaeHusi 20cygapcmBeHHbix Oymaz”, 6 Cankm

MNemepbype. Om npaBomo cu ga emumupa GaHkHomu cbc
cpebbpHo nokpumue BHB ce Bb3noasBa egBa npes 1899 e.
lNpe3 eoguHume Obacapckume GankHomu ca neuyamanu 6
Pycusi, CCCP, l'epmanusi, Beaukobpumatnusi, CALLL u 6 6ub-
wama ,Appkabra neuamnuua“ 6 Codus.

barkHomu u moHemu Ha LlapcmBo bwrcapus, Bkaouumenro m.Hap. ,amepukarku”
Banknotes and coins of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, including amerikanki bills

The 1885 Act first gave the BNB a monopoly on ban-
knote issue, banknotes backed by gold to a third of nomi-
nal value. From 1891, the Bank could also issue banknotes
backed by silver, again to a third of nominal value.

Bulgaria’s first gold backed 20 and 50 lev banknotes
came in 1885 from the Russian Official Stationery Des-
patch House in Saint Petersburg. The BNB circulated silver
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Mpe3 Bmopama noaoBuHa Ha XX Bek caegba ga ce
ombenexkam gBe BakHu 3a emucusima Ha Obacapckume na-
pudHu 3Hauu cbbumus. Mpes 1952 2. 6 Codus e omkpum
Obreapckusim MoHemen gBop, 6 kolimo 3anouBa ceuene-
mo 6 cmpaHama omHauaro Ha pasmeHHu, a om 1965 .
u Ha Bb3nomeHameAaHu moHemu. 3a uspabomBaHemo um
ce usnoasBam pasauvHu memaau u cnaaBu — 3namo, cpeb-
PO, nAamMuHa, aAymuHul, meg-Hukea, HoU3uADep, OpOHS,
*kenszo. Om 1998 2., koeamo e omkpuma [MeuamHuuama
Ha bHB, 6 Codus ce neuamam Bcuuku emucuu Gbreapcku
6ankHomu.

B ekcnosuuusima Ha BHB unmepec npegcmabasiBa Hai-
zondmama emucust Gbazapcku 6aHkHomu — m.Hap. opaoB-
ku, gocmueHaau 14 Buga, — koumo umam 3aberexkumenru
xygokecmbBeru kauecmBa. Apyea mHozo kpacuBa emucus
6aHkHomu ca m.Hap. cmamboautku, uau owe amepukanku,
om 1922 2. (HasBaHugma um ugBam om Bpememo u msic-
momo Ha omneuyamBaHemo um). B emucusima ca usobpa-
3eHU cueHu om Obacapckus 3emegeacku Gum.

Mpes nbpBume gecemunemusi caeg OcBoboxkgeHuemo
6 cmpanama geticmBa OGumemaneH napuyeH cmaHgapm.
MNpu Heeo GankHomume ca gokymeHnm, kodmo ygocmoBe-
psBa npaBomo Ha cobcmBeHocm Ha npuHocumeast Bbp-
Xy onpegeneHo koauuecmBo ueHeH memaa, genosupaHo 6
mpe3opa Ha emucuoHHama Oarka (BHB). MNpuHocumeasm
uma Bbv3mokHocm 66 Bceku momenm ga npegsiBu moBa
cboe npaBo npeg barkama, kamo cpewy GankHomume
noAyyaBa paBHocmolHocmma Ha ueHHUs memaa. Taka
6aHkHomume no moBa 6peme ca nbaHONpabeH xapmueH
3aMecmumeA Ha €maAoOHHUSl MemaA — 3A\amomo UAU Cpeb-
pomo.

B Bbbacapusi HanazaHemo Ha GankHomume kamo 3amec-
mumeA Ha memaaHume napu ce okasBa cpaBHumenHo Ga-
BeH npouec, npogbakuar go Hauaromo Ha XX Bek. Tou
npemuraba npes 3HauumeAHu mpygHocmu, Bkaouumenro
Bpemento npekpamsiBate obmeHumocmma um 6 3ramo

backed banknotes only in 1899. Over the years, Russia,
the USSR, Germany, Britain, the USA, and the Sofia Of-
ficial Stationers printed Bulgarian banknotes.

The second half of the 20th Century saw two Bulgarian
cash landmarks. A mint ‘opened in Sofia in 1952, initially
for circulating coins, with commemorative coins added
in 1965. These used diverse pure and alloyed metals like
gold, silver, platinum, aluminium, copper and nickel, nick-
el silver, bronze, and iron. With the 1989 opening of the
BNB Printing Works, all Bulgarian banknotes were also
printed in Sofia:

The largest Bulgarian banknote issue of so-called orlovki
bills is of interest in the BNB Collection. These ran to 14
types and had great artistic value. Another rather beautiful
banknote was the 1922 stamboliyka or also amerikanka,
named after the then-prime minister and their place of
origin. The issue depicted Bulgarian country scenes.

In the first decades after Liberation, Bulgaria applied bi-
metallism. Under this, banknotes denoted claims to noble
metal kept at the issuing bank (here, the BNB). Bearers
could exchange bills for metal with the Bank at any time.
Banknotes of the period were substitutes for gold or silver.

It took relatively long for Bulgarians to accept ban-
knotes as proper replacement for coins. The process con-
tinued into the 1900s and faced hurdles like a suspension
of bill interchangeability for gold during a financial crisis
between 1899 and 1902. By the 1912 Balkan War, ban-
knotes were at last accepted as fair payment, the share of
coins declining.

The Great War swept away restraint over banknote
printing. A second suspension of bill interchangeability for
gold opened the way for government to finance its tower-
ing debt by printing money. High inflation between 1916
and 1922 showed the Bulgarian public that the convenient



22

MysetHa cbupka Ha bwreapckama HapogHa barka
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

no Bpeme Ha ¢uHaHcoBama kpusa om 1899-1902 2. B
Habeuepuemo Ha baakaHckama BotHa (1912) 6aHkHomume
Beue okoHuamenHo ce Haaazam kamo naamexXHo cpeg-
cmBo. Aeabm Ha MoHemume 6 napuyHomo obpauweHue
cnaga 3HauUMEeAHO.

Mpe3 Mbpbama cBemoBHa BoliHa GankHomHama emucus
cmaBa npakmuuecku Geskonmpoara. MopegHomo npekpa-
msiBaHe obmeHumocmma Ha GankHomume 8 3ramo cbigaBa
" ycroBusi ozpomHume gbpkaBHu pasxogu ga 6bgam duHaH-
cupaHu upe3 neyamare Ha GankHomu. Mocaeguua om masu
noaumuka e Bucokama uxdrauust npesz 1916-1922 2., kosimo
3a nbpBu nbm nokasBa Ha Obrcapume, uye ocBeH ygobeH
UHCMpPYMEHM Ha napuuHomo obpaweHue GarkHomume
Mozam AecHo ga ce npeBbpHam 6 xapmusi 6e3 cmodHocm,
ako usgameasm um He cna3Ba cmpoau eMUCUOHHU npa-
Buaa.

Mpe3 1924-1928 2. AeBbm e cmabuausupaH u ce Bb-
Bexkga 3namHo-geBusen cmaHgapm, npu kolimo emucusima
3aBucu om HaauuHocmume 6 emucuonHama barka Ha uyk-
gecmparHu geBusu — cBobogHo konBepmupyemu 6 3ramo

cash instrument of banknotes could turn into valueless
paper if issue was not constrained.

The lev stabilised between 1924 and 1928 under the
gold exchange: standard. Issue now depended on how
much gold standard foreign currencies the issuing bank

barkromu u moremu Ha LlapcmBo bwAcapus,
Hakou om koumo ca 6 obpaweHrue go 1947 e.

Banknotes and coins of the Kingdom of Bulgaria,
some in circulation until 1947
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uyskgecmpanHu Baaymu. B Hauaromo Ha 30-me 2oguHu Ha
XX Bek geticmBuemo Ha mo3u cmaHgapm e CUAHO O2paHU-
ueHo om loaamama genpecusi.

Creg 1947 . ce cb3gaba kaacuuecka egHocmeneHnHa
barkoba cucmema, 8 kosimo BHB usnbaHsBa poasma Ha
eguHcmBeHa Ganka, cbcpegomouaBawa kakmo emucuoHHu,
maka u kpegumnu ¢yHkuuu. BeBexkga ce Bceobw, koHmpoa
Bbpxy naamekHusi obopom nocpegcmBom cbcmabsiHe U us3-
nbAHeHue Ha kpegumHu u kacoBu naaHoBe u ce odopmsi
naamekHa cucmema ¢ gba HanbAHO U3OAUPAHU eguH om
gpye kpbea — HaauueH u OesHaauueH. YcmaHoBeH e nbaeH
gbpkaber moHonoa Bbpxy OarkoBama getiHocm, kamo ban-
kama ynpakHsiBa ,koHmpoa upe3 aeBa” Bbpxy pabomHume
3anAamu u O6e3HaAauuHume naawgaHus u 6 3aBucumocm om
ueAume Ha naaHa ,abmomamuuHo kpegumupa“ npegnpus-
musima. lMapuyHama emucusi CbWO € UBUSIAO NOgUUHEHA Ha
naaHa, kamo ce emumupam moakoBa ,napu”, koakomo ca
HeobXogumu 3a u3nbAHeHUemMoO My U 3a nokpuBare Ha Gio-
gkemHume geduuumu.

barkHomu u moHemu Ha HapogHa penybauka bvrcapus
Banknotes and coins of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria

held. The Great Depression greatly impaired this in the
early 1930s. :

A classical single tier banking system emerged after
1947, with the BNB as the sole bank with both issue
and credit functions. Credit and cash planning augured
complete control over cash circulation, a payments system
emerging with two entirely independent circuits: cash and
non-cash. Banking was a state monopoly, with the Bank
controlling pay and non-cash payments through the na-
tional currency and lending to businesses automatically as
overall planning dictated. Issue was also entirely subject to
planning, with as much money issued as plan implementa-
tion and budget deficits dictated.

As Bulgaria’s socioeconomic makeup changed radically
and the country adopted centralised planning, it saw three
cash redenominations between 1947 and 1962.
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MysetHa cbupka Ha bwreapckama HapogHa barka
The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

Bbb Bpbska c pagukaaHama npomsiHa Ha couuaaHo-uko-
Homuueckomo ycmpotcmBo Ha gbprkaBama u ¢ Gbp3us npe-
xog kbm ueHmpaausupaHa naaHoBa ukoromuka om 1947 go
1962 2. B Bbbaeapusi ca npoBegeHu mpu napuuHu pedopmu.

Mpe3 1991 2. ce cb3gaBa 3akoHogameaHa pamka 3a mo-
gepHa gBycmeneHHa 6ankoBa cucmema. [Mpu Hes emucus-
ma Ha napu om cmpaHa Ha BHB cmaBa cpewy mpu Buga
om HelHume akmuBu - uykgecmpanHa Baayma, 3aemu

3a npaBumeacmBomo u peduHaHcupaHe Ha mbpzobckume

6anku. HeBbamoxkHocmma npu mosu mogea ga Obge oBaa-
gsHa uHdaauusima, kakmo u ocmpama ¢uHarcoBa kpusa
om 1996-1997 2. goBerkgam go HamupaHe Ha NPUHUUNHO
HoBo peweHue 3a cmamyma Ha BHB u cbomBemno 3a

SPRg M N

'-

HECHT NeLFNEN LA

* EF ;5"”;

\ 4‘*&

i ""\.
L x4 oooogao

barkromu u moHemu Ha Penybauka bvreapust
8 obpawerue om 1991 2. go 1999 e.
Bulgarian banknotes and coins

in circulation between 1991 and 1999

Legislation for modern two tier banking system was
ready by 1991. It allowed the BNB to issue cash against
three asset classes: foreign exchange, government debt,
and commercial bank refinancing. The impossibility of con-
trolling inflation through this model, and the acute bank-
ing crisis of 1996 and 1997, ushered a principally novel
solution to BNB status and issue: the currency board.
Adopted in July 1997, this allows the BNB to issue money
only against convertible foreign exchange held by its Issue
Department. Over 100 per cent of all Bulgarian currency
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HeliHama emucuoHHa noaumuka — BbBexkgaHemo om toau
1997 2. Ha napuueH cbBem. [lpu masu napuuHa cucmema
ueHmpaaHama Oanka emumupa napu eguHcmBeno cpe-
wy HaAuuHocmu om koHBepmupyema pesepBHa Baayma
no GanaHca Ha cBoemo ynpabaeHue ,EmucuonHo”. Lisiaama
emucusi Ha Obaeapcku aeBoBe e obesneuena Hag 100% c
BarymHume pesepBu Ha BHB. 3a pesepBHa Baayma e us-
OpaHa zepmanckama mapka u cbc 3akoH kypcbm Ha aeBa e
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bwrcapcku bankrHomu u mornemu 6 obpawenue om 1999 e.
Bulgarian banknotes and coins in circulation since 1999

is backed by BNB foreign reserves. The German mark was
the reserve currency, the lev fixed to it at a rate of one-
to-one to eliminate inflationary issuing. A 1999 move rede-
nominated 1000 old levs (BGL) into one new lev (BGN).
After euro launch on 1 -1énuary 2002, the lev was fixed to
the euro at 1.95583 to one.
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MysetHa cbupka Ha bwreapckama HapogHa barka
2 6 The Bulgarian National Bank Museum Collection

¢dukcupan kem Hest 8 cbomHowerue 1:1, ¢ koemo ce eau- In 2013, the European Central Bank issued a new euro
MUHUpa OnacHoCMmMa om uHdAauuoHHa napuyHa emucus.  series with the Bulgarian wording ‘e6po’.

Mpe3 1999 2. ce usbbpwba geHomuHauusi Ha AeBa, kamo
1000 cmapu aAeBa (BGL) ce 3zamensim 3a 1 HOB AeB (BGN).
Caeg 1 siHyapu 2002 2. kypcbm Ha Obazapckusi AeB e dukcu-
paH kbm eBpomo 8 cbomHowerue 1 eBpo = 1.95583 aeba.

Mpe3 2013 2. EBponelickama ueHmpaaHa 6aHka 3anouBa
emumupaHemo. Ha HoBa cepusi eBpobarHkHomu, 6 koumo
napuyHama eguHuua ,eBpo” e usnucaHa u Ha Obacapcku
esuk.
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MoremobposiyHa u cmemaura mawuHa u 3xamapcka Besna,
nokasaru 6 ekcnosuyusma
Automatic banknote counter/calculator and goldsmiths scales
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