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‘St. Stephen the Archdeacon’, 1535/1537, Nessebar, National Archaeological Institute with Museum (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

,CB. apxugsikon Cmedat”

Bbaeapckama HapogHa Ganka uskasBa GaaeogapHocm Ha HauuonaAHust
apxeonozudecku uncmumym ¢ myseli npu Bbaeapckama akagemusi Ha naykume
3a npegocmaBeHomo cberacue 3a usnoasBaHe Ha usobpakeruemo Ha ukonama

u Ha HauuoHaaHama zanepusi 3a 3acHemaxemo U.
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Cbemu Cmedan e nbpbusim mbueHuk 3a xpucmusiHckama
Bsipa. MogpobHu cbegeHust 3a genomo my Hamupame 6 khuea-
ma ,AesHus Ha cBemume anocmoau’ om Hobus 3aBem,
kbgemo CBemu anocmon Ayka onucBa cbbumusma om nbpBu-
me 20guHu cAeg cmbpmma u Bbskpecenuemo Ha Vcyc Xpuc-
moc. 3a CBemu Cmedan nuwam u gpyeu omuu Ha LippkBama,
kamo CBemu Vpunel Auoncku, Adppaam [Mepcuiicku u CBemu
Ipueoput Hucuticku.

CBemu Cmedan e cpeg Hal-peBHocmHume nocaegobBa-
meAu Ha HoBomo yueHue. 3apagu Hezobama npaBegHocm,
nocBemeHocm U MbgpOCM anocmoAume 20 usbupam 3a apxu-
gskoH (enaBeH caykumen) Ha ocHoBanama npes 33 e nbpBa
uppkoBHa obuwuHa, Mepycarumckama, 3a ga ce epuku 3a oHen-
paBgaHume. ,CuneH croBom u gerom” u ,usnbAHeH C Bgpa u
cuaa, Bbpwewe [mol] 2oaemu uygeca u AuuOU mexkgy Hapoga’,
no gymume Ha CBemu anocmon Ayka. ToBa paseHeBsBa eBpel-
ckume nbpBocBeweruuu u c ankecbugemeacmbo me 2o 066u-
HBam B GozoxyracmBo. Bmecmo camosawuma mol Ha cBod
peg o06BuHsBa ob6BuHumeaume cu B HecnasBaHe Ha Bodkus
3akoH. B pesyamam e ocbgeH Ha cmbpm
u npes 37 2 ymbpmbBeH c kambHu.
OcmaBa 6 ucmopusma Ha XpucmusH-
cmBomo  kamo nbpBusi  mbueHuk 3a
Bspama u obpaseu, Ha npegaHocm, CbYe-  Meman
maHa c Bucoka epyguuus u cuaa Ha  Kauecmbo
gyxa. MNocaegHume My gymu ca moaumBa  Teo

Emucus

kem boz ga nowagu ybuluume my: ﬁua""embp
(] |4 ypm
,focnogu, He 3ayumad um mosu 2psix!”. Tupask

Hsikoako cmoaemusi caeg cmbpmma
my cnomenbm 3a cBemeua GuA noumu
3anudeH. Ho caeg omkpuBanemo npes
415 2 u nocmabsiHemo 6 Cuonckusi xpam
B Vepycaaum Ha mowume My CnomeHbm
3a Hez2o nocmeneHHo BbskpbcBa.

Arec  TlpaBocaaBHama  ubpk6a
yecmBa namemma Ha CBemu nbpBomb-
venuk u apxugskon Cmedan na  Year of issue
27 gekemBpu. Tol e nampoH Ha Xpamo- [rj‘(;z'[nal galue
Be u manacmupu 6 Bbrcapusi, kakmo u Quaiity
Ha ,’KeagsHama uppkBa“ — npouymama  weight
Obacapcka uppkba 6 Vicmarbya, 6 kosimo  Diameter
no Bpeme Ha Beaukgerckama caykGa na  Edge
3 anpua 1860 2 Waapuon Makapuonoa- — Mintage
cku ¢pakmuuecku 06s6s6a Bbscmarobs-

BaHemo Ha HesaBucumocmma Ha Bbaap-
ckama npaBocaaBHa ubpkBa.
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St. Stephen was the first Christian to be martyred for
his faith. We find detailed accounts of his work in the New
Testament Acta Apostolorum where Luke the Evangelist
describes the early years after the death and resurrection
of Christ. Other Church fathers, among them Irenaeus of
Lyon, Aphrahat the Persian, and Cregory of Nyssa also
wrote of Stephen.

St. Stephen was among the most devoted followers of
the new doctrine. Noting his righteousness, devotion, and
wisdom, the Apostles appointed him chief minister or
Archdeacon at the first church they founded at Jerusalem
in 33, tasking him with charitable work. Luke describes him
as “powerful of word and deed” and “full of God’s grace
and power, performing great wonders and signs among the
people” This angered the Jewish elders who employed
perjury to charge him with blasphemy. Instead of defending
himself, Stephen accused his judges of breaching divine
law. At length, he was sentenced to death by stoning and

executed in 37. St. Stephen remains in

Christian history as the first martyr and

an example of devotion coupled with

2018 = high erudition and spiritual power. His
100 AeBa last words were a prayer for God to
spare his slayers: “O Lord, lay not this

mam-2Aanu, Bucwe  sin to their charge!”

o Several  centuries  after St
ifa"""ﬁ Stephen’s death, the memory of him
b _ )
2800 has become almost extinct. It revived

gradually only after the discovery of
his relics in 415 and their transfer to
the Abbey of the Dormition in
Jerusalem.

Today the Eastern Orthodox
Church marks the memory of St.
Stephen  the  Protomartyr  and
Archdeacon on 27 December. He is
the patron saint of churches and

Au 999/1000  MOnasteries across Bul'garia and also of

proof, mint state  the renowned Bulgarian Iron Church

8.64 g  at Istanbul where the Easter service on

24mm 3 April 1860 saw Hilarion of

flat - Makariopolis effectively declare the

2000 Bylgarian Orthodox Church’s claim to
autocephaly.
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