Address by Mr. Ivan Iskrov, BNB Governor, to the participants in the Third National Competition “Banks in Action” of Junior Achievement Bulgaria with the support of Citibank Bulgaria, Sofia, 4 March 2010
Dear Mr. Ivanov of Citibank, 

Dear Ms Stoycheva of Junior Achievement, 

First of all, I would like to thank you for your kind invitation which provides the wonderful opportunity to greet personally the participants in the Third National Competition „Banks in Action”, organized by Junior Achievement Bulgaria with the support of Citibank Bulgaria. I know this competition is part of the financial literacy programme “Banks in Action”, the raison d'être of which is to teach participants the principles of the banking industry and to face them with the challenge to try to successfully manage a bank in a competitive environment. I am well aware of the fact this programme is targeted at achieving economic and financial literacy, business and leadership skill, and success strategies. I, on my part, would like to draw your attention to a simple rule of public behaviour of the BNB Governor – this rule requires particular care in selecting the events and public initiatives in which I participate as the Governor of the central bank of Bulgaria. My public appearances are very thoroughly prepared and are, as a rule, very few. Therefore, I answer positively to very few of the numerous invitations received every day at my office. I underscore this fact, as I would like to have my participation here today be understood as a definite proof of the enormous importance of such initiatives as “Banks in Action” of Junior Achievement jointly with Citibank. The participants in this programme are of the new generation of young Bulgarians, who grow up in an environment totally different from the atmosphere in which their parents and grand parents were brought up. The previous generations were indoctrinated that there is someone else to do the thinking, that there is no need to mobilize their intellectual potential, that someone else will do their job. Today we all know who did what and how this illusion ended. Therefore, I turn to our young generation with the advice – work hard everyday and never give up your dreams. This is my answer to anyone who may ask what the recipe of success is. Compared to our generation, you have the unique opportunities of the Internet, free access to infinite in volume and superior in quality information, and the advantage to travel freely. At your age we did not even dare to think about this, it was beyond our hopes and our dreams. So you start from an incomparably higher starting position, hence we encourage you to reach much higher in your personal achievements, in realizing your potential, than we could achieve ourselves. 

I am sure, my dear young friends, that your participation in programmes like “Banks in Action” of Junior Achievement jointly with Citibank helps you directly in accumulating the experience and self-confidence, and the self-assurance that is so indispensable for your future success in the banking industry.  You have more opportunities that we had as a generation – I am saying this with a grain of noble envy – you are smarter, braver, and more resourceful than us – but also with a lot of pride. And because of all so far mentioned you deserve to reach far, even beyond your present dreams. Work everyday, do not tire of it, do not give up your dreams and you will make it! I wish health and success to you and to the organizers of today’s competition – Junior Achievement and Citibank!

Congratulations for the Liberation Day, dear colleagues!
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