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ap Camym ce osBSBa Ha HCTOpHYECKara CIieHa B

TEKKO 3a Obirapckusi Hapoxa Bpeme. Ipe3 971 .

BU3aHTHICKMAT uMIepatop Moan ILlumuckn

npeB3ema cronmnara llpecnaB m cimara pbka

BbPXy HM3TOYHATA IOJOBHHA Ha bBBIATapcKoTo
napctBo. Llap Bopuc Il u 6par my Poman ca orBeneHu B
Mapurpan. Kpasar Ha Obarapckata IbpskaBa H3LISKIA
HenzOexxeH. TpsaOBa na Ob1aT MOOMIIM3UPAHH BCUYKH OCTa-
Balll CWJIM, 32 Ja Ce CIPe BHU3AHTHHCKATa EKCITaH3WS.
Hadeno Ha cenpoTmBara 3acTaBar 4eTHpHMaTa CHHOBE Ha
komut Hukoma, ympaButen Ha Coduiickata obnact, u
cpnpyrara My Puncumus. Lap Camyun moema B pbLEeTe CU
cpabaTta Ha abpxkaBaTa W moBeue OT 40 TOAMHHM BOIU
enmnyHa 00pOa ChC 3aBOCBATEIUTE. 3a CBOS CTOJHUIA TOH
n30upa OXpull, KbJETO BEYE € CeNATHIIETO U Ha ITaTprapxa
Ha brirapckara npaBociaBHa IIbpKBa JlamMsiH.

C U3KIIOYMTENHA CEHEprusi M JAIHOBHUIHOCT Liap
Camynn Hanara Ha MiMnepusita TotTajiHa BoiiHa. bbiarapcku-
TE BOMCKM HABIN3aT ABIOOKO BB BU3AHTHHCKHUTE MPEICIH,
yak 10 [lenononec u Oapun. Yenssar ga ocBoooasar u Cese-
poustouna bwirapus. Ilpe3 msroro Ha 986 1. mMmeparop
Bacwmii IT monaga B 3acama B mpoxona TpasiHOBU Bpara u
eBa M304rBa yyacTTa Ha OOE3IVIABEHHS] BEK M IOJIOBHHA
IIPEIn TOBa HEeroB npeauecTseHuk Hukudop [

Ho nagamoro Ha XI B. Oopbara Mexmy ObITapu u
BHU3aHTHHLM € PaBHOCTOWHA, HO €JHO TPAaruyHO CHOUTHE
numasa beIrapckoTo HapcTBO OT HErOBHS BiIaJeTeNl. 3a 1a
NpPEJIOTBPaTH HAaxJyBaHWATa Ha BHU3aHTHUIUTE, Iap
Camymit n3rpakaa yKperuieHue Kpai THEIIHOTO NETPUIKO
ceno Kirou. Ilpe3 1014 r. umneparop Bacunuii II Hamupa
00XO/leH BT, MOSBSIBA C€ B Ipb0 HA 3AIMUTHULUTE H
pasrpomsiBa ObJrapure. 3a Aa CIOMH OKOHYATEIHO AyXa Ha
CBOSI IPOTUBHUK, Bacunuii I1 3amoBsiaBa na ObaaT ocie-
neHu 14 000 6pnrapeku mieHHUnM. C ToBa TOH CH crieyel-
Ba TIpo3BuUIIeTO brarapoyouer. [lap Camynn He MOXke 1a
IIOHECEe IIeJKaTa Ha OCJENEHUTE CH BOMHMIM, IIOJIydaBa
chpAcyeH yaap u Ha 6 oktomBpu 1014 r. ymmpa. Camo
YeTUpU TOAWHU TO-KbCHO HABAa W KpasT Ha IIbpBOTO
OBJITAPCKO LAPCTBO.

sar Samuel (Samuil) appeared on the historical

stage at a time of trials for the Bulgarians. In 971

Byzantine Emperor John Tsimiskes took the

Bulgarian capital of Preslav and the eastern half

of the Bulgarian realm. The Tsar Boris II and his
brother Roman were taken to Constantinople. The end
appeared nigh for Bulgaria. All remaining strength had to
be harnessed into halting the Byzantines. The four sons of
the Count of Sofia Nicholas (Komit Nikola) and his wife
Hripsimeh (Ripsimia) led the struggle. Tsar Samuel took
the fate of his land into his hands, conducting an epic
struggle with the invaders for over 40 years. He chose
Ohrid for his capital, the city having also become the seat of
the Bulgarian Orthodox Church Patriarch Damian.

Tsar Samuel used his exceptional energy and
far-sighted-ness to impose total war upon the Byzantine
Empire. Bulgarian warriors struck deep into Byzantine
lands, all the way to the Peloponnese and Hadrianople.
They also succeeded in liberating North-Eastern Bulgaria.
In summer 986, the Emperor Basil Il was ambushed at the
Gates of Trajan pass, barely escaping the fate of his prede-
cessor Nicephorus [, beheaded a century and a half earlier.

The struggle between Bulgarians and Byzantines was
equal until the early 11th century when a disaster deprived
the Bulgarian realm of its sovereign. To stop Byzantine
incursions, Tsar Samuel built a fortification near today’s
Petrich village of Klyuch (Kleidion, Clidium). In 1014 the
Emperor Basil II circumvented this and attacked from the
rear, defeating the Bulgarians. To break his adversary’s
spirit to the utmost, Basil II then ordered 14,000 Bulgarian
prisoners to be blinded. This earned him the calling of
Boulgaroktonos or the Bulgar-Slayer. Unable to bear the
sight of his blinded warriors, the Tsar Samuel suffered a
heart attack and died on 6 October 1014. The end for the
First Bulgarian Empire came just four years after his death.



