Cpebvprusim kpvem om ywpkeama
,,Ceema Tpouya *“ 6 ceno Ioubpene u gvcmanu-
4ecKomo 3Hame, U36e3aHO OM yUUmenKama
Pauima IToneeopeuesa (Paiina Knsieuns) —
ceeuenu penukeu om Anpunckomo escmanue,
cvxpanasanu 6 Mlcmopuueckus myseui —
Tanaziopuwye.

The silver cross from the Sveta Troitsa or
Holy Trinity Church in the village of Poibrene
and the flag of the April Uprising sewed by
a Bulgarian teacher Rayna Popgeorgieva, better
known as Rayna Knyaginya — sacred relics of the
April Uprising, today kept at the Historical
Museum — Panagyurishte.

BHB uzkassa Gnarogaproct Ha Victopuueckust myseii — [Tanartopuie,
3a MPEIOCTABCHUTE H300PaYKEHUSI M eKCIICPTHA TIOMOIII.

BNB expresses appreciation to the Historical Museum — Panagyurishte
for illustrations and consulting.
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Mpes 1876 2. Gbreapckusim Hapog kamezopuuHo 3asbsiba
npeg cBema cBoemo npaBo ga Gbge cBobogeH. PeBoato-
UUOHHama 06opba Ha Obrzapume Habupa cuaa ouwe npes
60-me 2oguHu Ha XIX 6., a 6 Hauanomo Ha 70-me Beue
npugobuBa wupok pasmax. lMraHoBeme Ha leopeu PakoB-
cku, Aober KapaBeroB u Bacua AeBcku 3a ocBobokgerue
He nocmuzam _ycnex, HO nocsBam cememo Ha OyHma.
Cp3gageHume mozaBa peBoaouuoHHu komumemu u cmo-

muuume HapogHu Oygumeau npogbakaBam msxHOMO geno.

Heycnewnusim  Cmaposazopcku OyHm (1875 2.) He
cromsiBa gyxa Ha Obrzapume. PeBoatouuoHHusm komumem,
3acegaBan 6 TopeeBo 6 kpas Ha 1875 2., pewaBa ga ce
BgueHe Bceobwo BbcmaHue, pasgeas cmpaHama Ha peBo-
AOUUOHHU Okpb3u U onpegeAst 33 mexHU 2raBHU anocmoau
Cmedar CmambonroB, ViaapuoH ApazocmunoB, Cmosi
3aumoB u lManatiom BonoB.

Ha 14-16 anpua 1876 2. 8 mecmHocmma ObGopuwe
(kpat [MaHaztopuwe) ce cbbupam npegcmabumeau om
UemBbpmu (MaHaziopcku) peBoatouuoHeH okpbe, koumo
Bsemam pewenue 3a macobo Bbcmanue. 3apagu npegamen-
cmBo mo usbyxBa npegBapumearo Ha 20 anpua 6 KonpuB-
wuua. CregBam gHu Ha BceHapogHO

In 1876 Bulgarians declared their right to sovereignty
before the world in a resounding fashion. Having gathered
momentum through the 1860s, in the early 1870s the Bulgar-
ian national liberation campaign became a force to be
reckoned with. The liberation plans devised by Georgi S
Rakovski, Luben Karavelov and Vasil Levski did not come to
fruition, yet they sowed the seed of rebellion. Revolutionary
committees and hundreds of national awakeners continued
propagating them.

The failure of the Stara Zagora Rebellion of 1875 did not
crush  the Bulgarian spirit. The Revolutionary Committee
convened in Giurgiu in late 1875 resolved to call an all-out
rising, dividing the country into revolutionary districts and
appointing Stefan Stambolov, llarion Dragostinov, Stoyan
Zaimov, and Panayot Volov to head them.

On 14-16 April 1876, representatives of the 4th
(Panagyurishte) Revolutionary District gathered at Oborishte
near Panagyurishte, adopting a resolution for a mass rising.
Treachery meant that the rebellion erupted prematurely on
20 April in Koprivshtitsa. Days of wholesale exhilaration
followed. 'Georgi Benkovski’s mounted Flying Squadron

toured localities around Panagyurishte,

onusiHeHue. XBbpkoBamama uema Ha
leopeu bBerkoBcku obukans cerama
okoao lMaHaztopuwe u Bguza Ha GyHmM
XUASIgU XOpa CbC 3Hamemo Ha Bbcma-
Huemo u c¢ npouymusi [Moubpencku
kpbcm.

Mbpbu (TepHobcku) peBoaouuoHeH
okpbe  cbwo  Bbcmaba  macobo.
Bbamopebm  obaue mpae kpamko.
Ocmanaaume okpb3u He cbymsiBam ga
ce opzaHuszupam gobpe u BbcmaHuuu-
me ca paspomeHu om ocmaHckama
Boticka. Cbwama yvacm nocmuza u
yemama Ha Xpucmo bomeB, kosmo
Ha 17 mald npemuHaBa AyHaba.

Bbcmanuemo e skecmoko nomyuwe-
Ho, HO Heeobume ckbnu  >kepmbBu
(okoro 30 000 gywu) He ca HanpasHu:
cBembm Beue 3Hae, uye eguH CmeA
Hapog e gpb3Haa ga ce usnpaBu
Cpeuwy HeusMepumo No-CuAeH Bpae.
Camo 2oguHa  no-kbcHo  3anouBa
Pycko-mypckama BotiHa, kosmo we
goHece ocBoboxkgeHuemo Ha bbaca-
pusi.
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convening thousands of people with the
flag of uprising and the renowned
Poibrene Cross.

The 1st (Tarnovo) Revolutionary
District also rose en masse. The exhilara-
tion was short lived, however. The
remaining revolutionary districts failed to
organise sufficiently well and Ottoman
forces scattered the rebels. The same fate
befell the detachment of Hristo Botev
who crossed the Danube on 17 May.

The uprising was cruelly crushed, yet
its dear casualties (some 30,000) did not
die in vain: the world then knew that a
brave nation had dared rise against a
much more powerful adversary. Only a
year later the Russo-Turkish War that
would bring about Bulgaria’s Liberation,
erupted.



