Lap Muxaua Il lHuwman

CpebbpHa Bb3nomeHameAHa moHema C YacmMuyHO nosaamsiBare
om cepusima ,CpegHoBekoBHu Gbrcapcku Baagemenau”
Emucus na bHB

CpebbpHa moHema (acnpa) Ha uap Muxaua [l LHuwman,
omceueHa 6 TbpHoBckama moremapHuua.

Auue: Vicyc Xpucmoc Ha mpoH, 2pbd: uap Muxaua I Luwman Ha koH. Tsar Mikhail III ShiShman

Silver aspra coin of Mikhail lll Shishman from the Tarnovo Mint.

Partially Gold-plated Silver Commemorative Coin

Obverse: the Christ enthroned, reverse: Tsar Mikhail 1ll Shishman on horseback. J b i
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Cbc cmbpmma Ha maagusi Obaeapcku uap leopeu Il Tepmep gowba
kpasm Ha guHacmusima Ha TepmepoBuu. Hacmbnua nepuog Ha meXkgy-
uapcmBue, kozamo omgeaHu Goasipu nogeau 6opba ga nocmabsim Ha mpona
cBoli  usbpanuk. MexkgyBpemenro Busanmusi 3abaagsaa noumu  Bcuuku
ObAcapcku mepumopuu Ha o2 om Cmapa naaHuHa. TozaBa, 3a ga npego-
mBpamu onacHocmma om aHapxusi u mexkgyocobuuu, Bucwusim Goasipcku
ceBem 6 TbpHoBo us3bpan 3a uap Ha Bbacapusi Bugurckusi gecnom Muxaua
Luwman. Toli cmanaa ocHoBonoaokHuk Ha nocaegnama OGbazapcka uapcka
guHacmusi om CpegHobekoBuemo — masu Ha LLluwmanoBuu, u ynpaBasBan
nog umemo Muxaua [l LLluwman (1323-1330 2.).

Llapssim 6bp30 nomywua onumume Ha BpakgyBawume nomexkgy cu
Goasipu ga pasnokbcam gbpkaBama, cmabuausupar apmusima u okasaa
omnop Ha BusaHmulckume wHawecmBenuuu B [OxkHa bBbacapus, kamo
Bb3BbpHan B npegeaume Ha gbpkabama fmboa, MecemBpusi, AHxuano,
Atmoc, Pycokacmpo u gp. Ycnexume Ha HoBusi Obacapcku uap Guau npusHa-
mu om Busanmusi cbc ckaoueHusi npes 1324 2. mupen gozoBop mexkgy
gBeme cmpaHu, ckpenen c guHacmuueH Gpak.

Apyea zoasima onacHocm, Ha kosimo uap Muxaua Il Luwman mpsi6Ba-
A0 ga ce npomuBonocmaBu, e ekcnansusma Ha Cpbockomo kpaacmBo 8
mozaBawHume tozo3anagHu Obacapcku 3emu. Owe om Bmopama noaoBuHa
Ha XIIl 8. cbpbume 3abrageau yacmu om mesu Gbazapcku emuuyecku mepu-
mopuu. C uea ga cnpe azpecusma, Muxaua Il LLluwman ce cnopasymsia ¢
Buszanmutckuss umnepamop ga ocbwecmBsm cbBmecmen BoeHeH noxog
cpewy Cpbbckomo kpaacmBo npes asmomo Ha 1330 2. Bbaeapckama u
cpbbckama apmusi ce cpewHaau kpat cpegroBekoBHusi 2pag Beabbkg (Kioc-
meHguAa), a BusaHmutickama Boticka usuakara pasBosi Ha cbbumusima kpau
Bumons. Cpbbckusim kpan Cmedan AeuaHcku nomoaun 3a egHogHeBHO
npumupue, HO BepoAOMHO 20 HapywuA. Bolnuuume my BHe3anHO HanagHaAu
Gbreapckama apmus, uapsm 6ua meskko parneH 8 Gumkama u ckopo nouu-
HaA. Muxaua [l LLluwmaH e noepeban 6 ubpkBama ,CBemu leopeu” npu
c. Cmapo Hazopuuane, KymaroBcko.

With the death of the young Bulgarian Tsar Georgi Terter Il the Terter-
ovtsi dynasty came to an end. Then there was a time of interregnum when
individual boyars waged a struggle to place their chosen one on the throne.
Meanwhile, Byzantium conquered almost all Bulgarian territories south of
Stara Planina (the Balkan Mountains). At that time, to prevent the danger
of anarchy and infighting, the High Boyar Council in Tarnovo elected the
Vidin despot Mikhail Shishman as the Tsar of Bulgaria. He became the
founder of the last Bulgarian ruling dynasty of the Middle Ages — that of
Shishmanovtsi, and ruled under the name Mikhail Il Shishman (1323-1330).

The Tsar quickly quelled the attempts of the rival boyars to fragment
the state, stabilised the army, and resisted the Byzantine invaders in south-
ern Bulgaria by restoring Bulgarian control over the territories of Anchialos,
Aytos, Mesembria, Rusokastro, Yambol, etc. The successes of the new
Bulgarian tsar were recognised by Byzantium by a peace agreement
concluded between the two countries in 1324 and cemented by a dynastic
marriage.

Another great danger that Tsar Mikhail 1ll Shishman had to resist was
the expansion of the Serbian Kingdom in the then southwestern Bulgarian
lands. Since the second half of the 13th century, the Serbs conquered parts
of these Bulgarian ethnic territories. To stop the aggression, Mikhail Il
Shishman agreed with the Byzantine emperor on a joint military campaign
against the Serbian Kingdom in the summer of 1330. The Bulgarian and
Serbian armies met in the vicinities of the medieval town of Velbazhd
(Kyustendil), while the Byzantine troops waited for the turn of events near
Bitolja. The Serbian King Stefan Decanski asked for a one-day truce, but
treacherously violated it. His soldiers suddenly attacked the Bulgarian army,
the Tsar was severely wounded in the battle and soon died. Mikhail I
Shishman was buried in the church of St. George in the village of Staro
Nagori¢ane, Kumanovsko.



