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Ha 14 sinyapu (1 sHyapu cm.cm.) 1901 2. Ha mbpkecmBeHa uepemoHusi 6
npucbcmBuemo Ha mozaBawHusi kmem Xpucmo [MonoB 8 Codusi mpbeBa
nbpBusim eaekmpuuecku mpamBaid. Mapwpymbm my om Llenmpanra 2apa
npes ,AbBoB mocm“ go naowag ,CrabetkoB” e usmunam 3a BneuamasiBawu-
me mozaBa 40 mMuHymu.

MosiBama Ha erekmpuueckume mpamBau no coduiickume yauuu e cBbpza-
Ha ¢ pasBumuemo Ha ukornomuueckusi >kuBom 6 epaga. Codusi e cpeg nbpBu-
me 10 eBponeticku cmoauuu ¢ eaekmpuduuupar epagcku mpaxHcnopm.

Erekmpuueckusim mpamBal ce npeBbpHan B cumBoa Ha mogepHusauusima
u npoepeca 6 HoBoocBobogeHa bbazapusi u npegusBukan He camo uHmepec,
HO U cmpax cpeg >kumeAume u 2ocmume Ha 2paga. Aopu VBan BaszoB, camo
meceu, caeg nyckanemo 8 gBukeHue Ha mpamBaume, onucBa cBoemo nbmy-
Bare B paskasa cu ,B eaekmpuueckus mpamBad”.

MbpBume mompucu BuAu 3eaeru u HabposiBaau 0bwo 24 koau u pemapke-
ma, gocmaBeru om beneusi. ABukeau ce no wecm mapwpyma, Ha eguH
peacoB nbm, gbabe obwo 23 km, c konroBosu 3a pasmunaBaHe Ha Bb3roBu
mecma.

TpamBaume 6uau manku, ¢ omkpumu naamdopmu, npegBugauBo sazpage-
HU ¢ memaaHu pewemku. CaroHbm um GuA pasgereH Ha gBe kaacu: nbpBa —
¢ kagudenu ceganku, u Bmopa — ¢ gbpBeru netku.

Hsimano onpegeaeru cnupku u mpamBasim cnupaa no 3Hak Ha nbmHuuume.
Kongykmopbm obukansia no cneuuaata nsmeka, HapeueHa cmbnaso. Lienama
Ha buremuemo Guaa cbobpaseHa ¢ pascmosiHuemo u Bpememo Ha nbmyBatie-
mo — okoro 15 cmomurku 3a nbpBa kaaca u 10 cmomunku 3a Bmopa.

C HoBomo npeBosHo cpegcmBo, 3ameHuro korckume omuubycu, moxkeno
ga ce nbmyBa u go Hsikou ceaa, kamo KhsvkeBo, Mogysite, MabroBo u Kpacto
cero, koumo Bce owe He ca Guau kBapmaau Ha Codusi. BakHo msicmo 3a
HoBama epagcka >keresonbmHa mpexka 6buna lpagckama 2pagura, onacaHa om
Bcuuku cmparu ¢ mpamBadHu AuHuu.

Mpe3 1900 2. e usepageHo mpamBadHo geno, pabomuno go 1928 2., koemo
cAykero He camo 3a npecmoidl Ha mompucume, HO U 3a noggpbkka u
pemoHm.

On 14 January (1 January Old Style) 1901, the first electric tram ran in Sofia
at a solemn ceremony in the presence of the then Mayor Hristo Popov. Its
route from the central railway station through the Lions’ Bridge to the
Slaveykov Square took the impressive forty minutes at that time.

Emergence of electric trams on Sofia streets was associated with the economic
development of the city. Sofia became one of the first ten European capitals
with an electrified public transport.

The electric tram became a symbol of modernisation and progress in newly
liberated Bulgaria, sparking not only interest but also fear among city’s residents
and visitors. Even writer Ivan Vazov, just a month after the first trams ran,
described his tram trip in the short story In the Electric Tram.

The first trams were green, and passengers were served by 24 railcars and
trailers delivered from Belgium. They ran on six routes, on a single rail track,
with a total length of 23 km and passing loops at key points.

The trams were small, with open platforms, prudently fenced with metal grilles.
Their cabin was divided into two classes: first class with velvet seats, and
second class with wooden benches.

There were no designated stops, the tram would stop at passengers’ signal, and
the conductor would walk along a special outer path. The ticket price was
based upon distance and travel time: about 15 stotinki for first class, and
10 stotinki for second class.

With the new vehicle which replaced horse-drawn omnibuses, it was possible
to travel to some villages, such as Knyazhevo, Poduyane, Pavlovo, and Krasno
Selo, which were not yet districts of Sofia. An important location for the new
city railway network was the City Garden, surrounded on all sides by tram
lines.

In 1900, a tram depot was built, operating until 1928 and serving not only as
a vehicle shed but also as a service and repair station.



