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Kpocmbo CapacdoB e AezeHga Ha bbazapckama cueHa, npecov3gan Hag
gBecma obpaza 3a noBeuve om noAoBuUH Bek, eguH om NbpBume NPopeCUOHAAHO
nogzomBeHu akmoopu, yuemo maticmopcmBo 20 Haperkga cpeg Hald-2oaneMume
eBponelicku apmucmu npe3 nopBama noAoBuHa Ha XX Bek. TanaHmMAUB npode-
cuoHaaucm u nepdekyuoHucm, moti HaBAu3a B8 gbAboyuHa B obpa3a Ha 2epos
Cu, a uzpama My e gokazameAacmBo 3a cnogereHume C koAeau gymu:
+AKmbopom Ha cueHama e kamo Ha 6oUHOMO noAe, BuHazu MpA6GBa ga boge
20moB 3a Bcuyko.".

PogeH e Ha 6.1V.1876 2. B c. AubaxoBo, HeBpokoncko (gHec c. MAuHgeH,
FouegenyeBcko), B MHO20AlOgHa pogoAlobuBa pamuaua ¢ yyacmHuyu B8 peBoalo-
UUOHHOMO gBuXeHue u uopkoBHama 6opba. B Codusa owe kamo yyeHuk Kpoc-
mbo ce yBAauda no meamopa. AloboBma kbm moBa uzkycmBo 2o omBerxkga Kom
HezoBomo nopBo yyacmue Ha cueHama npe3 1891 2. CemeticmBomo MmBopgo
ce npomuBonocmaBa Ha keraHUEMO My ga cmaHe apmucm U 20 u3npawa ga
y4yu u3BoH boazapus, Ha MAcmMoO 6e3 meamop. CapadoB 3aBopwBa npe3 1893 2.
OgpuHckama boA2apcka MoXkka 2uMHa3us, HO U mam ce u3AaBABa Ha yHUAUUWHA-
ma cueHa.

[Mpe3 1895 2. neyeAu cmuneHgusa 3a caegBaHe B yyXKbuHa No gpaMamypauyHo
uzkycmBo u ¢ omauyue 3aBvopwBa VMimMnepamopckomo meampaAHO ydquAuue 6
Cankm lMemepbype. MocmbnBa B8 nbpBama npodecuoHaaHa mpyna ,CobA3a u
cmax®, npeumeHyBaHa npe3 1904 2. Ha ,boazapcku HapogeH meamop®.

Mpe3 bankaHckama BolHa CapadoB e gobpoBoaey U e paHeH Ha GpoHmMa.

Avbazuam My mBopuyecku nom Ha akmbop, peXXucbop U gupekmop npemuHa-
Ba npegumHO B HapogHua meambp u 8 meampume B Pyce, bypzac, BapHa u
[MA0BguB, yuacmBa B8 czacmpoau 8 CALL, KaHaga u Ha 2oneMu eBponelcku cueHuU.
HezabpaBumume My npeBonAbuieHua ca kakmo B8 gpamamuyHu, maka u 8
komuyHu o6pa3u B yyxkgecmpaHHu u 6oa2apcku nuecu, ysuacmBa 8 nocmaHoBKku
Ha paguomeambpa, CHUMa ce u B8 Hakoako duama.

O6uyaH om nybaukama u yBarkaBaH om uaaomo obwecmBo, Kpocmoo Capa-
0B e ygocmoeH ¢ MHoXecmBo gopxaBHu omaAuvdud. Om 1951 2. Bucwemo
meampaAHo y4yuAuwe (gHec HauuoHaaHama akagemua 3a meampanHoO U GUAMO-
Bo uzkycmBo) 8 Codpus Hocu HezoBomo ume, kakmo u HapogHuam meambp B
nepuoga 1951 — 1962 2. [locnegHOMO My U3AU3aHE Ha CueHa e npe3 1949 2., a
Ha 27.VIII.1952 2. Boazapua ce cbozyBa coc cBoA HapogeH apmucm.

Krastyo Sarafov is a legend of the Bulgarian stage, who played over two hundred
characters for more than half a century, one of the first professionally trained
actors, whose stagecraft ranks him among the greatest European actors in the
first half of the 20th century. A talented professional and a perfectionist, he went
deep into his roles, his acting proving the words shared with colleagues: ‘An actor
on the stage feels like a soldier on the battlefield, always ready for anything.’

He was born on 6 April 1876 in the village of Libyahovo, Nevrokop region (now
Ilinden village, Gotse Delchev region), in a large patriotic family with participants
in the revolutionary movement and the fight for church independence. As early as
a student in Sofia, Krastyo became enamoured with theatre. His love led him to
the first performance in 1891. However, the family strongly opposed his desire
and sent him abroad to continue studying in a place with no theatre. In 1893,
Sarafov graduated from the Bulgarian Men's High School of Adrianople, even
there performing on the school stage.

In 1895, he earned a scholarship to study drama abroad and graduated with
honours from the Imperial Theatre School in St Petersburg. He joined the first
professional troupe ‘Tears and Laughter’, renamed to ‘Bulgarian National
Theatre’ in 1904.

As a volunteer in the Balkan War, Krastyo Sarafov was wounded at the front.

He spent most of his long artistic career as an actor, director and manager in the
National Theatre and the theatres in Rousse, Burgas, Varna and Plovdiv, going
also on tours to the USA, Canada and major European stages. His unforgettable
roles are dramatic, as well as comic in both foreign and Bulgarian plays along with
radio theatre performances and several films.

Loved by the audience and respected by all of society, Krastyo Sarafov was
honoured with numerous state awards. Since 1951, the Higher School of Theatre
(now the National Academy of Theatre and Film Arts) in Sofia has borne his name,
as has the National Theatre from 1951 to 1962. His last appearance on stage was
in 1949, and on 27 August 1952, Bulgaria bid farewell to its favourite national
actor.



